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PART-A

Read the following passage and answer questions 1 to 7.

Fifty years ago, before the poor had become class conscious, there were several
subjects, such as economics and imperial affairs, of which they were comparatively
ignorant. In regard to these subjects, they were prepared to accept the opinion of those
who had studied them all their lives. Today, owing to the distrust created by class
propaganda, we can count on no such acquiescence. An uneducated or untravelled
person is unlikely today to give credence to the advice or information provided by
somebody whom he assumes to belong to the capitalist class. He has been taught that
the aim of the Conservative Party and its sponsors is to delude the noble worker and
to tell him lies. Thus, the assertions of those who are really informed on a difficult
subject are met by derisive laughter, whereas the catchwords and headline stuff doled
out by the party propagandists are taken to be incontestable truth and wisdom. This,
since the days of Thersites, has been the familiar device of demagogues. It is easier to
laugh than to understand, easier to fester with suspicion of others than to glow with
confidence. The proletariat always prefer the easier path, especially when they are
assured that it is a praiseworthy path leading directly to their own interests.

Ages of acquiescence are always, so we are assured, followed by ages of denial; for
several centuries mankind will accept the established order and continue to live,
generation by generation, according to the old unquestioned pattern; then suddenly
some ferment is introduced which sets the whole community bubbling and the crust is
destroyed. During these periods of negation it is customary for those who direct the
revolution to teach the people to deny and to distrust even the best and trusted things
that they are taught in the past; it i1s not only that they must deride the ancient
formulas, it is also that they must suspect the very worst motives of any of those who
seek even to explain them. Today we have on each side of the great divide examples
of both systems. To the East, we have an area of apparent acquiescence, in which
many millions of men and women, who cannot all be stupid, accept as truth
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statements and ideas that to rational beings are palpably false. To the West, we have
many millions of men and women, most of whom are intelligent and sentient, who
refuse to accept as truth statements and ideas that really can withstand the most
searching examination. This contrast between the gullible and the incredulous is an
interesting, and to my mind, encouraging thing to observe. It suggests that those who
believe everything that they are told are condemned to a mental stagnation that can
only end in decay, whereas those who refuse to believe anything, even when told by
reputable authorities, are doubtless being extremely silly, but are also very much
alive. Those are the sort of people whom it is worthwhile trying to educate. But by
what means are we to inculcate the habit of responsible thinking? Only, I suggest, by
wily tact.

1. Answer the following questions in your own words. Do not copy any
sentences from the passage above. 3 x10=30
(a) Suggest a reason for the incredulity of the uneducated about scholarly
opinions and assertions which they were content to believe in the past.

(b) Why does an uneducated or untravelled person tend to disbelieve a well-
informed man these days?

(c) What has been the familiar device of demagogues?

(d) Why do the proletariat prefer the easier path?

(e) What are ages of acquiescence and ages of denial?

(f) What are the characteristics of the ages of denial?

(g) Why does the author think that the people of the East belong to an area of
acquiescence?

(h) Why does the author think that the people of the West belong to the area of denial?

(1) What end does the author visualize for the gullible?

(J) Suggest a suitable title for the passage.

2. Write the meanings of the following words in English using contextual clues
(The words are underlined in the passage): 1x5=8§
(a) praiseworthy
(b) crust
(c) palpably
(d) stagnation
(e) wily
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3. Fill in the empty cells with appropriate words according to their parts of

speech: 1x5=5§
Noun Verb Adjective
acquiescence (a) X
(b) assume X
assertion (c) X
confidence X (d)
(e) believe X

4. Give the synonyms for the following words and make sentences with the

synonyms: - . . i e
(a) delude TIQS

(b) incontestable TG A1 20T 2= (SR

(c) denial .

(d) deride fate English-«3

(e) sentient WWW

(f) gullible % 51 SOlvena T

~ J

5. Break down the following sentence into four simple sentences without
changing the meaning it conveys: 1x4=4
“To the West, we have many millions of men and women, most of whom are
intelligent and sentient, who refuse to accept as truth statements and ideas that
really can withstand the most searching examination.”

6. Make sentences of your own with each of the following words and phrases
(Copying of any sentence from the passage above must be avoided): 1 x 10 =10

(a) propaganda (b) give credence to (c) derisive (d) demagogue
(e) fester with () glow with (g) ferment (h) customary
(1) apparent (j) withstand

7. Summarize the passage in your own words (100 words). 20

8. Write a letter to the editor of an English Daily on the growing importance of
rational thinking in our social and national life. 20
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09.

10.

11.

PART-B

Write an essay in about 1000 words on any one of the following topics: 50
(a) The Rohingyas: Victims of Genocide

(b) Blue Economy in Bangladesh: Prospects and Challenges

(c) Impact of Social Media on Young Generation

Translate the following text into Bangla: 25
The burgeoning bustle of life is identified as one of the main reasons for waning
reading habit. Life has been so busy that people can hardly manage time for
reading. The pressure of livelihood has mounted tremendously, thrusting people
in earning bread, in all desperation. A money-centric corporate culture is
sweeping life away, making people crazy for pomp and prosperity in the form of
land, flat, car and other amenities. Reading is a secondary concern or no concern
at all. There is no time for reading in fact. Even they cannot find time for reading
newspaper. They just skim through the headlines. They can hardly read anything
with profound concentration due to time constraint. They are always in a hurry to
finish their assignments in vocation. It is really a hard time, witnessing a famine
of reading, Proliferation of information technology has also contributed to the
change in reading habit. But we must bear in mind that reading habit is the mark
of civility of a nation. Reading books and other materials of learning makes
individuals enlightened, elevating their level of intelligence.

Translate the following text into English: 25
WRFRS 2CT G ¢ ARERER SN ¢ Txfofautra aR Tormir foeww ofs
féimeem oo ¢ o811 Gw ¢ ARt Sf[ewRAy TE @ | G AR (AFE Tge W
AR 0 Ty 8 ARER Toiw FSaAe | @ q2RE @ o Tafe wwifba Safen om
St | Bgfe SreifireR 906 A1, 4T T 27 | Tafed el AR 97 | GFNG TR
RS W7, S AT (R | W G1R C&R{E AT K4FE! TR 0T OF WSS @ @ e
TRFNO A5 TS I | RISTTa (@ 0T Q01 A RS FA T 756 AR ©F oK 778
S AR e oA Ay fom 97 Geew@R W e wiqes e g [rem e
ATt I, Tw ¢ S T (@ 23erel, el 8 (581 = T AR, ©FE Wy (RS AT
O RFS | ITET 0T @, BT GRS (SHA TRFFSro 8 TF S Wz | 77, R @
g Ifew way frca, SafeRe ABIY, TNERIY ¢ GIRA7G© eqOCTE N4y fear W o
ARFO AL BT Qv T A | FRFOT A SR THS 27T 6 TF© T4 AR FAT
RE[ 8 TE T AJTO], ToR], AFGH @ (58 | FFhod X TF Wr FH, %A,
ST, =, FI, A=, Rerwre!, a2d-qe+ 8 SH-4h3H |

hn
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Step # 01
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| Step # 02|

acquiescence (STTR-EF-CT) o =TI S RS |
«BTF verb T acquiesce (STFRPT) = [ e 2T A1 IS ST |
wroyd, Ted +1a0e 704, (a) acquiesce |
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(b)-Cs fo1aT® =03 assume (SHIFTSY = T 41, 46 (TA1)-99 noun |
M ST (ACFE G, assumption (ST = 4 (AR FE0T) *6[ =Y |
T, assume-93 noun @ assumption,

GO (FF I CFIGT SR Sy =S 23 IR |

Q[T SCESFHT AT share T4 |
(FIF *THF noun (FIFGT, verb-a3 form 1, f&eaT adjective-a3 Tt T,
«@o[3 58 WY FUR vocabulary i w12 |
fmeql, oifereT 407 @8 =% verb, noun, adjective, adverb-a3

form-eta sy TR R 1% |

JeeT OIS 8 S [{eeiy, [Reeiel A1 e *Rratet Siferel 407 FUeie R |
e Py SR =i R e IR G |
coufe, = English fcafe s =i Jear sentence-« IR NN |

# 3 (¢)-Co assertion-<3 verb 1ts =9 |
assertion (STFTR-*I) W< 5 s (& fea =71 200" 99 | @9
Mother's assertion of her son's innocence finally got the son freed from jail.

(= ~ta FRerifEer I SIea qp Wi S=[eeiea (@ (e Z@es $fe e 1)
O GG TESTOIS (LT FCT: )
@It Wi U1 sentence-9a assertion =«GT
R PTG e LS o | ) ot
951 Zet WORD g ifd =i
¢ ¢ English 337 20039 W4 )
R =L A Tod WORD f1eeT s7=ierg sieass @ e 31 At |
assertion *%53 verb 21 assert (SWI-ARKG) = &R WM @1ar o =10 |
. 3 (c) assert |
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