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Education is the single most important factor in the development of
a developing country.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give reasons
for your answer. You should use your own ideas, knowledge and experience,
and support your argument with examples and relevant evidence.
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Give reasons for your answer. You should use your own ideas, knowledge and
experience, and support your arguments with examples and relevant evidence.
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The discussion about whether or not literacy is the one of the single most vital
1ssues for the progress of an underdeveloped country 1s a very controversial one.
There are people on both sides of the argument who have very strong feelings.
However, I think that education should be given the topmost priority for the
development of a developing country.

Firstly, education provides basis for other skills. For example, if someone wants /
longs to be a pilot, professor, programmer and so on, he needs education, without
which no one can dare to hope to become skilled in any profession in the modern
world. Secondly, Literacy improves a working person’s capability. For
example, if a factory worker is literate, he will be able to follow the instruction
manual accurately and thoroughly, resulting in fewer accidents and higher
productivity. In Bangladesh, many industrial mishaps occur simply because of
the widespread illiteracy of a large number of laborers in the factories.

Another point 1s that education creates self respect and national prestige.
Although a developing country, Sri Lanka is well-respected even by the
developed countries because of its exceptionally high literacy rate. At the
individual level, it can be seen that an educated person has a kind of self-
respect and self-confidence which an illiterate person usually lacks. A further
point is that education provides basis for a healthy population. Many health-
related articles are published in newspapers and magazines, which help the
readers to get to know about many kinds of advice and tips regarding how to
keep healthy. In Bangladesh, the poor villagers suffer from many types of even
simple diseases only because of their inability to benefit from these health-
related published materials as they lack the ability to read.
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On the other hand, there are many arguments against giving education the
topmost priority for the progress of a developing country. The first point is
that education 1s expensive and without immediate financial return. In
Bangladesh, the poor villagers are found to be somewhat unwilling to
send their children to school because the money needed for education is a
burden for many poor families. The poor parents think that instead of
going to school if their children are engaged in work in shops and fields,
they can earn more money for the needy family. Moreover, the dire
unemployment situation in Bangladesh also acts as a deterrent to poor
parents regarding the education of their offspring because many educated
youths can be seen in the rural areas to be engaged neither in any formal
Jjobs nor in any family work. Seeing this unfortunate condition, some
parents think that it’s a waste of time to educate their children. At the
national level, a government may be tempted to invest money in
establishing industries instead of investing money to establish
educational institutions, because the return from industries i1s much

quicker and surer than that from schools and colleges.
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Next point is that health 1s more important than essay-51 fFeTa
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education. Many developing countries are suffering from
low quality health service because they allocate smaller

portion of their budget to health sector. Consequently, GTBT FriTs
the citi?ens of these cour?tr.ies cannot concentrate on their 7 b page
education because of their 1ll health.
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Considering all the merits and demerits of giving education the topmost
importance for the improvement of a developing country, I think that
education should be given the most importance.
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